August 10, 2016

The Honorable Ileana Ros-Lehtinen
U.S. House of Representatives

2206 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Carlos Curbelo

U.S. House of Representatives

1429 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representatives Ros-Lehtinen and Curbelo:

Thank you for your leadership in addressing the significant threats facing our state’s coral reefs
through your recently introduced Conserving Our Reefs And Livelihoods (CORAL) Act. This bill
includes numerous provisions to modernize and enhance efforts to conserve the coral reefs
that are so valuable to our state’s economy and culture.

Recreational fishing is a significant economic driver in Florida, generating $9.3 billion in
economic impact and supporting 123,000 jobs. The state’s abundant fisheries, attributable to
effective management by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, have earned
Florida the title of “Fishing Capital of the World.” Unfortunately, a variety of stressors threaten
the health of our coral reefs. We greatly appreciate your efforts to champion solutions to these
challenges.

As leading conservationists who care about and depend on a healthy marine environment, no
one is more concerned about the health and restoration of coral reefs than the recreational
fishing community. As you know, poor water quality, warming seas, ocean acidification, coral
diseases and invasive species continue to result in die-offs of corals in Florida and throughout
the world. However, instead of working to address these true challenges to coral reefs, too
often we see proposals that inaccurately identify fishing pressure as a major threat to corals
that therefore needs to be banned or greatly restricted. Doing so not only fails to fix the
problem, but also marginalizes the one stakeholder group who most strongly supports coral
restoration.

Thankfully, your CORAL Act recognizes the important economic role of corals reefs and will
focus restoration efforts in a way that can effectively address long-term challenges. We
particularly support language in the bill that prioritizes research to develop the cutting edge
techniques and tools necessary for coral reef restoration; appropriately defines marine
protected areas and the role of state fisheries agencies in these decisions; boosts efforts to
combat invasive lionfish; and supports conservation of billfish.



We greatly appreciate your continued efforts to champion fisheries conservation issues
affecting Florida. Thank you for all you do for our industry and the state.

Sincerely,

Dale Wills, Manager
8knots, LLC
Jupiter, FL

James Coble, President
13 Fishing
Tampa, FL

Joe Meehan, President
American Tackle
Oviedo, FL

Aaron Moyer, Owner
AquaFlauge LLC
St. Augustine, FL

Elmer Pruim, President
Barr Display
Orlando, FL

Patrick Lynch, Owner
Bionic Bait
Pompano Beach, FL

Douglas Shinn, Manager/Owner
Bluewater Boats
Daytona Beach, FL

Rick Saul, General Manager
Boat House Marine Center
Pompano Beach, FL

Scott Salyers, Fishing Group Publisher
Bonnier Corporation
Palmetto Bay, FL

Peter Foley, President
Boone Bait Co., Inc.
Winter Park, FL

Mackenzie Amos, Marketing and Events
Coordinator

Bote, LLC

Fort Walton Beach, FL

Pam Anderson, Operations Manager
Capt. Anderson’s Marina
Panama City Beach, FL

Carl Liederman, President
Capt. Harry’s Fishing Supply
Miami, FL

William Gilbert, President
Caribee Boat Sales and Marina
Islamorada, FL

Aledia Tush, President
CB’s Saltwater Outfitters
Sarasota, FL

Kevin Zimbrick, General Manager
Complete Marine
Pompano Beach, FL

Joe Neber, President
Contender Boats
Homestead, FL

Juan Cosme, Owner & Operator
Cosme’s Marine
Key West, FL

Dave Bulthuis, Vice President of Sales
Costa Sunglasses
Daytona Beach, FL



Karl Crook, President and CEO
Crook and Crook, Inc.
Miami, FL

Phil Lillo, CEO/Owner
Don Coffey Company
Orlando, FL

Tristram Allen, Founder/CEO
Dream Sporting Trips
Sarasota, FL

Daryn Dalton & Randi Barry, Founder &
Social Media Manager

Drophook Fishing App

Fort Lauderdale, FL

Mark Goodwin, President
Economy Tackle
Sarasota, FL

Brent Kane, General Manager
Fish Heads of Stuart
Stuart, FL

Peter Schultz, President
Fishing Headquarters
Jupiter, FL

Johnny Gay, President/CEO
Fishunt Essentials, LLC
Merritt Island, FL

Joseph Ballarini, President & CEO
Flyfishbonehead
Miami Beach, FL

Bradford Fuller, President/Creative Director

Florida Film & Tape
Orlando, FL

Blair Wickstrom, Publisher
Florida Sportsman
Stuart, FL

Linda Sheldon, Vice President
Flying Fisherman
Islamorada, FL

Wade Morgan, Owner
Got Rum Gear LLC
Pompano Beach, FL

Rob Harrell, Owner
Gulf Coast Boating Center
Fort Walton Beach, FL

Thomas Putnam, President
Half Hitch
Panama City, FL

Chris Peterson, President
Hell's Bay Boatworks
Titusville, FL

Don Keister, Owner
Holiday Marine
Leesburg, FL

Sid Dobrin, Co-Owner
Inventive Fishing
Gainesville, FL

Tom Mulliez, Founder/Owner
iTrekkers
Tampa, FL

John Klang, President
Jek Sports
Fort Lauderdale, FL

James Millsaps, President
Jigs Bait & Tackle
Big Pine Key, FL

Clint Johnson, President
JJ Fishook, Inc.
Sarasota, FL



Don Patnaude, Owner
Jones & Company
Stuart, FL

George Catuogno, CEO
Landum Outdoors
Palm Beach Gardens, FL

Clark Lea, Jr., President
Marine Metal Products
Clearwater, FL

Keith Alan, Managing Partner
Mark 5 Strategies
Miami, FL

Mike Falk Jr., Owner
Mike’s Marine Supply
Panacea, FL

Scott Gimbert, Vice President
Mud Hole Custom Tackle
Oviedo, FL

Philip A., Lisa, Philip E. and Kyle Osborne,
Family Ownership

Naples Boat Mart

Naples, FL

Nestor Palmero, Vice President
National Geographic Snorkeler & SWIM
Stuart, FL

Patrick Crock, President
Nautic Sport, Inc.
Lakeland, FL

Janet Webb, General Manager
Palm Bay Marina
Palm Bay, FL

Joan Vernon, President
Presidential Challenge Charitable
Foundation, Inc.

Key Biscayne, FL

J.R. Rushing, Chief Executive Officer
Raw Accessories USA, LLC
Jacksonville Beach, FL

John Hargaden, President
Rite Angler
Fort Myers, FL

Sheldon Gecker, President
River Run Marine
Belleview, FL

C. Trent Rogers, Managing Partner
Rogers Sports Marketing
Jupiter, FL

Allison Liederman, Managing Member
SeaQualizer, LLC
Miami, FL

Ken Wahl, Vice President
Sea School HQ
St. Petersburg, FL

Bobby Harrington, Co-Founder
SIC Cups
Jacksonville, FL

Brett Fitzgerald, Chief Executive Officer
Snook & Gamefish Foundation
Lakeworth, FL

Erin Henshaw, Director of Communications
Southern Kingfish Association
Sarasota, FL

Rob Southwick, President
Southwick Associates, Inc.
Fernandina Beach, FL



Rick & Kathy Murphy, Owner
Sportsman’s Adventures Productions
Homestead, FL

Frank Rudman, CEO
Sportailor Inc.
Miami, FL

Bill Lindsey, Vice President / Marketing
Star Brite
Fort Lauderdale, FL

Corey Pagano, Director of Operations
Tackle Crafters
Jupiter, FL

Joseph Ballarini, Founder/Managing Editor
Tail Fly Fishing Magazine
Miami Beach, FL

Bruce & Lynda Gutoski, Owners
The Boat Shop, Inc
Cocoaq, FL

Brad Shaffer, President
Top Shelf Marine Product, Inc.
Boca Raton, FL

Neil Travis, Vice President
Trapper Custom Marine
Marco Island, FL

Dave Burkhardt, Owner
TrikFish
Clermont, FL

Vadim Beznes, President
Troll-Master, Inc.
Tampa, FL



